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A Complaint to the Houſe of COMMONS. and 
Reſolution taken up by the free Preteſtant Sub- 


zects of the Cities of London and Weſtminſter, 
and the Countics adjacent. 


Ooſers may ſpeak by aurhoriry of a Proverb, and 
chen we are ſure we ought not to be ſilenced ; we 
e have ſeen and peruſed many Remonſtrances, De- 
clarations, Votes & Ordinances, & our vore upon 
rhem all is, That it had been happy for us, more 
advantagious to our Religion, & more honourableio our Na- 
tion, if they had been ſtrangled in the birth; and ever walked 
abroad in the light, & that ic will never be well with us,or the 
Kingdome, till chey be buried in oblivion :. for we find ſo 
much bicrerneſſe and aſperity in ſome, ſo mauy jealouſies 
and feares raiſed in others, ſo litrle truch in many, and fo 
much danger in them all, thac we may juſtly feare ſome Con- 
jurers have been abroad ro raiſe evill ſpirits ; and that we ſhall 
never be at quiet, till rhey be under ground. We have lived 
ro ſee maiyy changes in Church and State, as make our hearts 
ake, becauſe for the moſt part rhey are {till for the worſt, and 
when we could not beleeve a degree beyond our miſerics, and 
thereupon built hopes of amendment, our ſenſe of ſufferin 
raught us new degrees of compariſon ; we will inſtance in a 
few, and by them gheſſe ar the reſt (for we like nor generalls, 
10 more then letters reſtimoniall of credit without a name ro 
ownethem.) Iris granted of all hands we are free Subjects, 
borne to rhe Lawes of the Kingdome as our birrh-right, 
which we may challenge of right, and thar we maintain the 
Proteſtant Religion againſt Popery, and all orher Sc&s and 
Hereſie, and thar che Licurgy of the Church is eftabliſhed 
by A of Parliament. We beſeech you now conſider how 
wewere uſed in all theſe ; Our eſtares were raken away under 
rhe gentle termes of Benevolences and 1.94105, where the 
choice was, either to part wich Nw Eſtzrcs 294 Land, or lye 
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in Priſon : When we found this greſſure, we ranito the Law 
for proteCtiot, and found by woſul experience that innocence 
was a worle crime then felony ; for be chat was commyrred for 
felony was admitted ro baile, whileſt he that was committed 
for no cauſe was upon his Habs! Corpme remanded and conti- 
cved in Friſon : Thus ic fared with us in. our Liberties, and 
nor much berter in our Property, for what with'charge of 
Armes and Muſters ( where the Lord Lieurenants, or Depu- 
ty Licutenanrs ſpleen or wis made a Law) and hilletting 
Souldiers and the like , what we enjoyed was at the will of 
othzrs rather then our own ; and beleeve it our lives were in 
no ſmall hazard, when Marriall Law was fo freely talked of - 
Theſe were no {mall loſſes to make men ſpeak ; but wee 
filently ſuffered, and nor long after came our Petition of 
Right, which re-inveſted us in our legall inhericance again, 
and as we thought had ſcrled us in that happinefſe-which was 
immovable ; but experience ſo9n taughr us the conrrary, for 2 
way was found ont to create offences by . Proclamation , and 
and a Court that could make any thing an offence at their 
pleaſure, and puniſh it how rhey liſt , where grear Lords 
could more'eaftly impoſe five or 10000. |. fine for a new 
made offence, then pay the renth parr of ſuch a ſumme for 
cheirowh juſt Debts; aud ro mike their ſetitences more ſe- 
vere, could finde ont new Priſons, and cloſe impriſonment to 
ſeparate rhe diſtreſſed from their friend:, yea and whip men 
ro0, & inflice9 her corporall puniſhment, which is not plea- 
fins ro us in che remembrance : Nay, it was grown to {uch a 
height of nanghrinefle, that che baſe Projetors and Mouopo- 


-lizors (che bane of -the Common-wealth) made uſe of thar 


Court of Juſtice (if ſo we may call it) to uphold thetr villa- 
ny (ler thar ſtinging Sope Proje& wirnefle whether we ſpeak 
truth or not.) And as if we could not have been undone ſoon e- 
nough, we had a Miſter Projet invented, to ſubmit all our e- 
ftares ro rhe Kings pleaſure by a ner deviſed Ship-writ,where- 
by the King might make a neceſſity at pleaſure, and then 
impoſe what he rhought fir, which afrer ic had: been hatched 
& conrrived by ſom? over-lerrned wicked brains, was counte- 
uanced under a pretext of Luw by the Judges, (in mentiouing 
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of which we inrend nor NY, walter, Hutton, or Crooks, 
who aredead, or Crew, who is yet living, for their menic- 
ries are precious with us for honeſt men) and this was profe-- 
cuted with no ſmall violence (as many other projects befides) 
by the Kings Counſell at Law, who any bluſh for ſhame, or 
at leaſt quake for fear, ro chink how chey miſ-led a g00d King 
and rheir gracious Maſter, ro rhe grievance of his beſt Sub- 
jets. Ic afflicts us cothink of the preſſures we underwenc by 
new impofts and that invoſunrary dingerous preſident of ex- 
ciſe of 40.5.pe7 Tome upon wine, beſides divers other grievan- 
ces. And yet all theſe paſt curraur under the ſpecious and 
plauſible pretence of the Subjects good, (which Mt Attorney 
Generall found, and ſo expreſt it in his Study) but we four:4 
the quire contrary in experience. And as-0ur troubles ere 
| thus multiplyed inthe Common-wealth, ſo did rhey no lefſe 
encreaſe in che Church ;- we had new devices leading faſt on 
towards Popery. Ir began under the faire prerenice of orderly 
ſervice of God by railing in the Communion Table, provi- 
ding Church-ornaments, aud rhelike, (which we are fo farre 
from condemting, that we ſhould have had cauſe to thank 
rhem if they had {taid there)for we wel approve of harmlefſe 
& inoffcnfive Ceremoutes, and decent form of Gods worſhip. 
& Service)bur what wirh rhetr new Chriſtning,onr Commu- 
niou-Tables romke rhem A lrars, ſerring them Altar-wiſe at 
the upper end of the Chancell, advancing them upon ſteps, in 
ſome places changing rhem from wood ro ſtore, - ſerring up 
Crucifixes,& then bowing &'cringing, and the bold Sermons' 
for auricular confeMons ; free-will, merit, reall preſence tm 
the Papiſticall ſeuſe, atid fuch orher ſtuffe ; we con!d nor well 
rell where they would reſt untill they had brought inthe Idoll 
of the Maſſe,Im»ge-worſhip,and the like,and made cheArch- 
biſhop of Canterbnry equall ro a Pope in England, who to our 
griefe had obrained that command in Church and State, and 
thar powerar Counſell Board, Star-chamber, and High- 
Commiſſion, (beſides his under-hand awing the Common 
Law' Judges to betray the Law ro his will) that he Lotded ir 
all rhe Kingdome over, and by rhe aſſiſtance of ſome of his 
under Biſhops(as bad as him ſelfe)and others more eafte to be 
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wrought upon, he brought the Clergy (ſome few godly Mini- 
{ters excepted ) ( whorhen by way of diſgrace were rermed 
Puritans, and now Popiſhly affe&ted Malignanrs) ro be ar his 
Command, who preached ( or 'rather prated ) nothing bur 
blinde obedience, and che Kings Prerogattve, and ſuch rhings 
as they underſtood nor, to make us odious to our Prince, and 
raiſe rhemſelves ro preferment ( which was too ready a wa 
ia choſe times to accompliſh their deſires.) We would not be 
miſtaken, as if we did inveigh againſt Arc!.biſhops, or Bi- 
ſhops, or bore ill-will to the Clergy in generall, we like well 
of cheir dignities and orders, aud there are maty among them, 
who by their pious Preaching,gracious lives, godly examples, 
and orderly Government in the Ciurch, have been great in- 
{trumeuts of our goo\l, and by their depth of knowledge and 
leraing, ſtopt the mouthes of Papiſts, Schiſmariqnes, and 
Hereriques, we pray for them, and thar God would encreafe 
the number of them, and if ir had not been thought otherwiſe 
fic by the State, we ſhould never have denied the Biſhops a 
place in the Lords Houſe in Parliament, and hope they ſhall 
yer Conrinueto have a name and fit power of Government in 
. the Church, though their Votes in Parliament be gone, 
(which for the marner of carriage in taking them away (if all 
be true that we hear) was not ſo well as we could have wiſhed 
{or the hononr of thar Grear Court which we ſhall labour to 
uphold.) By this time we preſume you will think we may 
ſpeak ro the pnrpoſe,for our loſſes were not ſmall ; if the loſſe 
of Propety, Liberty, Life, or Religion be grear. But you 
will obje&, Theſe were nor loſt, onely in hazard, and that all 
theſe are now put out of danger, by aboliſhing Ship-money, 
a nd all orher things of that nature, and by orher good Bills 
paſſed chis Parliament, and a Rill ready to be pafled for a Sy- 
no, if the King will give His aſſent. To which we anſwer, 
and acknowledge the goodnefſe of the King, thar he did not 
exrend His Power in the caſe of Ship-money ro that latitude, 
when time was (as our Judges put into His Power) and when 
He was adviſed by His Great Counſell it was againſt Law, 
He veelded ro aboliſh ir. Vec confeſſe His Grace to us in 
the Bill for the Triemi:l! Pic! HIIMNENT, 2nd in regulating His 
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Counſel! Tab'e, and putting down His Court of Stat-cham- 
ber, and High Commiſſion, and other good and proficable 
Lawes,confcnted ro by Himzand made for ns this Parliament; 
aud we blefſc God we have ſuch a King, and pray hearrtly for 
His long Life, and happv Rutgn over us, aud publiſh to all che 
World, that we doe from our hearts acquir Him from rhe 
ouilc of all our ſufferings, and a thought in any of us of his i1- 
clinarion to Popery,and with,rhat thoſe who are iti Authority 
under Him would learn goodneſſe by His example, and thar 
the whole Kingdom were as ſound in the Proceſtant Religion, 
but yet withall,wemuſt let Him and all the World know roo, 
rhat our condition at preſent is ſo far from beinz bertered, 
that is grown extreamly worſe, as if all che evils of former 
times had been epitomized into the Volume of a yeare laſt 
paſt or thereabours, and rhe quinteſſence of ours aud the for- 
mer Ages grievances extracted and given us atone draught : 
It is crue we had a Parliament called before chis , one whick 
our hopes depended much for redreſſe of our evils, and how 
unhappily ir ended we roo ſenſibly feele. Whether he thar is 


dead, or the late Comptroller that is living ( and would have 


ſet that unvendible commodiry of Ship-mony to ſale in rhat 
Parliament for 12. Subſidies ) were the cauſe of it, we jadge 
not, ror condemne any. And it is as true this Parliament to 
our thinking was called ſeafonably for our relicfe ; and the 
unhappy differcuces ariſen in Scotland, almoſt miraculouſly 
quieted , and our Brethren of that Nxiou returned home 
peaceably (though we muſt nor forget rthar ir coſt us 
300000.|. beſides rhe miny thouſands weekly rcheir Army 
aud ours had for rheir ſupport here, which we could wiſh had 
had been ſpared.) And we oughrlikewiſe ro acknowledg(for ir 
15 a truch not ro be denied) the care borh Houſes of Parlia- 
menr have taken for ſuppreſſing Popery, diſconntenancing 
Miniſters Popiſhly affeed, and the many exprefſions they 
have made for m1intaining our Proreſtant Religion and 
Lawes ; But for all this, we have now more cauſe to complain 
then ever. Ar the begt- ning of this Parliament they remoyzd 
one highly charged for endeavouring the ſubverſion of the 


Fundamentall Lawes of the Land, and many other Treaſons, 
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which how far guilty we derermine Lot, becauſe we heard no 
evidence, aud though we are ſure he was a great cauſe of our 
ſufecrings, yet we could wiſh his Arrainder might have been 
in ſuch manner, as others raking notice Of his putiſhmeur, 
 mighr have feared ro commit the like crimes, and nor fo to 
puniſh, as to uced a Declaration, that his maurer of punith- 
ment ſhould not be drawne into example atrerwards (the rea- 
dy way ro draw a ſufpition'upon the Jnſtice of hts ſerrance) 
buc if our Fundamentall Lawes be all ſubverred, what doth 
15 puniſhment advantage us ? The Houſes likewiſe took care 
for commitring che Arcbiſhop of Canterbury to the Tower, 
[udze Bartly ro the Sheriffs of London, Sir George Ratclifſe 
ro rhe Garehoule, aud all rheſe for tio lefſe crimes rhen High 
Treiſon ; but weare aſhamed to chink rhat rhey ſhould lic in 
Priſon above two yeeres rogether without a legall triall, 
(which will bea fair juſtification of all our Judges of inferi- 
our Courcrs for delay of Juſtice, and no ſmall injury to tte 
free Subjects of Ez#lard in the precedenr to be depri: ed of 
their Liberty fo long upon a bare ſurmiſe) nay we heare (but 
will give no preſent credit ro ir for the honour ot both Hou- 
fes) rhat one of the Judges of the Kings Betich is kept Priſo- 
ner inche Tower for uo cauſe at all expreſt, (or any juſt one 
t1.twecan learn; ) and Judge Bartlythat lies under the im- 
peachment of High Treaſon, appointed by both Houſes to fit 
[udge againe 1n that Courr, which if it be true, we muſt 
plainly rell you, that we feare the-Zmpeachment againſt him 
"as well agunſt halfe a dozen more of his brothers, that ne- 
ver proceeded further then au accuſarion) was rather to awe 
rhem, and make them ſerve turnes upon occaſion, (keeping 
1hem underthe laſh) .rhen out of. zeale of Juſtice, or for the 

common good. 

Nay, we have good advertiſement, (for we are not ſo well 
acquainted4n the Prifans,. as ro know by ſight) of many hun- 
dreds commirred by borh 'Houfes this Parliament (where by 
the way we ſhould be glad rokrnow how the Houſe of Com- ' 
mon+,being onely parr of the Body of the Great Counſell,and 
0 Court of Record, heve gor a power to commir ſuch as are 
ro2C of cher Members) (for wiſe men and good Lawyers 


queſtion 


—_— Rs _ 
» 


(9) 
queſtion it) we ſay many hundred committed, and not one 
corviced except the Lord Major Sir &ichard Gurney), Bin, 
and the row Kibgs Attorney ; for the latter of which-vve are 
not fo wile as to underſtand his fault, being a high point of 
rew-Parlizment Priviledge, which his Judges could not by a 
knowu Law ſuddenly firde any puniſhment for ; and for 8:- 
740k Ict it reſt upon the conſcicnces of 1115 Judges, vvhether he 
were guilty of the crimes charged by good proof;but this vve 
muſt ſav that vve are rot ſatished, but tirat he ought to have 
been tried by twelve Free-men vpon their Oathes, according 
ro the Great Charter of E2zla#, and 1or by the Lords, wha 
are 10t our equals - and for the ſentence it ſelfe wee have fo 
juſt cauſe of complaint,that if ſuch arbitrary juſtice proceed, 
we ſhall finde little cafe by transferring the Star-chamber 
from one end of Veſimzzſter Hall; to the Lords Houle at the 
other;and it will be much alike tobe committed by the Star» 
chamber to Carmarion Caſtle,antthe Lords Houte to Colchee 
fer Gaole, and much worſe to be committed during the plea- 


ſure ofthat Houle, then rhe Kings, for we finde him more 


inclinable to mercy, (though we wonder much hoiv the King 
loſt a power of pardoning, or ſhewing mercy 11 any. crime 
wharſoever, that did not concern a particular Subje&.) And 
for the honeſt Lord Major Garze),it you will beleeve us (and 
many of us were preſent at his triall) hee might with more 
honour and juſtice too, have been acquited then fentenced,his 
greateſt fault being his obedience to his King, and true ſervice 
tothe City according to his Oath and Duty of his place. If 
theſe things be true, it will make us feare ſome body ſhares 
withthe Serjant at Arms Meſſengers, and Gaolers 1n the fees, 
and thar little care iStaken of the Subje&ts Liberty in the 
mean time. It may be thonghr theſe things nothing concern 
us, but beſccve 1t rhere 15 more 11 it then to : that which 1s one 
Subjects caſe row, may be ours, or ourchildrens hereafter; 
and a bad precedent is many. rimes of great: authority,. and 
dangerous confequentee; which weeare rhe more ſenſible of, 
becauſe we hear ſome ignorant” Lawyers of the Houſe of 
Commons (one of which wears a ſcarlet-hoodgwhich he paid 
ccar for, and was held none of the wiſeſt the beginning Oo 
| B Parlta- 
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Parliament) are pickt out to finde prece:lents, and juſtifie by 
Law the legality of ſequeſtring mens eſtates and inheritances, 
fo rurn the King out of Bis Power, of making Sheriffes of 
Counties, and put that in the people, and by conſequence de- 
duce it to themſelves ; nay ſome (whom wee bluſh for ) have 
not beere aſhamed to put in print a precedent for depoſing a 
King>and could fine no betrer then King R:chard the ſecond, 
who all the world knows (to the ſcand1ll of this Nation was” 
traiterouſly murthered,the whole progreffe of which A& was 
a horrid Treaſon-upon the faireſt relation of any Chronicle.) 
And therefore wee beſeech you blame us not, if wee here by 
way of exception mate mention of rhem, rhat they may not 
hereafter be cited to the prejudice of us and our poſterity. 
Wee crave leave now to lay downtruly and plainly (for our 
condition is ſuch that we muſt not palliate)the redrefſe of our 
grievances by this Parliament. Indeed, wee 1cknowledge a 
great deale of zeale ofthe Houſe in Commons in queſtioning 
ProjeQtors, Monopolizors, and rhe like, but 1t was too hot to 
conrinue, for we do not know of one of them to this day pu- 
niſhed : Nay X:lvert that grand ProjeCtor in the 40. s. per 
T opne excite, 10 far from puniſhment, as our great Maſters of 
the Houle of Commons were nor aſhamed to make uſe of his 
Skill (who is knowne to be very dextrous to oppreſle) to have 
drawn all rhe poor Vintners of Lodo to make Fine and Ran- 
ſome, and if they have eſcapea> they may thank their poverty, 
and not their innocence : how this comes to paſſe wee know 
not ; but this we know, that Alderman 4#el ( Krilverts Com- 
rade it that buſinefſe) was a rich man (and the King gives a 
hint, as ifone of the Houſe of Commons (a crying lin, if it 
be true, could rake mony) andwhether K:lcert or Abel made 
friends there, and fo got off (for it is too roo evident, rhat 
there 15 notable friending there in caufes,both ar Committees 
and inthe Houſe) or whether inthe examination of that bu- 
ſinefle they ſtumbled upon ſome Grandee, or others as deep 
inthat project as they, wee cannot tell : but ſurewee are,they 
are at liberty, and unpuniſhed, when many of our honeſt bre- 
thren, and free Subjects are kept in Priſon for maintaining 
thair rights by Law. 
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A great adoe was made about the Cuſtomers for their ex- 
ating Cuſtomes and Impoſts, bur the concluſion of that bu- 
Goells, ſhews plainly the Hotfe of Commons atmed mecerly 
to get money, for the Cuſtomerspurchaſed their peace of 
them (which phraſe tounds 111 in a placeof Juſtice) and now 
the Houſe of Commons againſt exprefle Law exat the like 
Cuſtomes and Impoſts, which they diſpoſe at pleatyre, and 
think an Order of borh Houſes a diſpenſation to thar Preme- 
uirein their AQ of Parlizment> which wee feare will ſcarce 
upoa 2 fair and legal] triall excuſe : What think you of the 
ProjeX of icaling Gol4 and Siiver Thred and Wire (which 
the poor Artiſts abour Lodo ſo much cried out upon 2 ) If 
any body hath beene puniſhed for rhat abuſe, it 13 morethen 
we could ever heare ; yet we, and both Houſes too know, that 
great Lord of the Houſe of Peercs, and Sir H. Mrldmay ſtill 
of the Houlc of Commons, that dipt their fingers deep in it ; 
nay, and though the King gives a gentle reproofe for it, wee 
ſee nothing done thereupon, which makes us beleeve, that it 
was not altogether pure Juſtice in voting out all Monopoliſts 
and Projectors, &c. out of the Hoale of Commons, and yet 
ſo notorious a oue kept in ; nay by your leave we cantell you 
who eſcaped turning out apon the loanc of 5 0000l. which 
was 111 newsto us, rothink thar Houſecould be hired with 
mony ; and yer we have wiſhed ſince, that all the Memhers of 
the Houſe hid beene as able ro furatſh money as he for then 
peradventure many 2s wiſe and as honeſt, and of as cleare re- 
pure in the Common-wealth, (though the man is free from 
exception) which have beene Voted out without any cauſe, 
might peradventure have ſaterhere ftil},and by their wildome 
and moderation if that bee of weight there) preveuted many 
ſudden unadviſed Votes, which will ſcarce be for the honour 
of Parlizments in ſucceeding ages. And ſince we are thus un- 
happily fallen into rhe Houſe,we muſt 'though by digreſſion) 
let you know how ſenfiblewee are 1n apprehending the truth 
of His Majeſlies Declaration in the undue courſes of eletion 
of Knighrs and Burgefſes, and as undue 1n rurning out role 
duly elected, and pucting worſe in their rooms ; and the nota- 

ie ſiding and making Partics tliereabouts, infomuch as rae 
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Committee ter cleHtion, hath got- the Nickname of the 
Committee of affe&tion, where every one is more for his 
triend, then rhe right ; and if all the Houſe of Commons bee 
"Judges ( asthey pretend to be) wee can change every one of 
them with ſuch ſollicitation and pre-inſtruction in caulcs 
and engagements to 2 party,as wereenougn to turn any other 
Tudoeot Englaiid out of his place, and forteit all his eftare; 
and that juſtly too. 

We would be glad to know what was the cauſeof rurning 
the L. Faultland, Sir r0b# Culpepper, Sir 10.5tra.;owares, Ma- 
ſter G. Palmer, and divers others out of the Houſes (for they 
were voted out by ſcores hand over hed ) unleſſe it were be- 
cauſe they ſpake more rexfon then the more violent party 
coul1anſiver ; and therefore it was come to that paſſe, tht 

(cleane contrary to the ule, vea, 2nd the-honour of Parlty- 
ments t00) things were r.ot debated by rezſon and ſtrength of 
Argument, bur by putting it to the queſiton, and carrving it 
by moſt voyces, where the greater number were {© farre from 
underſtanding many times the force of Arguments, that they 
did rior after the vote was paſt corcehe rhe ſtiteor ſenſe of 
the queſtion , but thought it was enough for them to vote 
with Maſter Py», or Maſter Hampder by an implicite faith; 
and if they differed (as ſeldome they did ) then croffe or pyle, 
vote at adventure : doe not thinke wee are toobold herein,or 
this is breach of priviledge ; for when theſe things are told 
abroad (and it were pity they ſhould bee concealed; leſt they 
ſhould not bee amended.) Blame not us for complaining of 
them, when we ſuffer ſo mnch by them ; and if itbe a'breach 
of priviledge, we hope we ſhall eſcape as well as Maſter La#- 
rence Whictakers, the late Clerke of the Councell, for a farre 
greater, who ſcarcht Maſter Hampa?zs pockets, and tooke 
away his papers loone after the bre2c" ofthe laſt Parliament, 
and yet now continued a Member of the Houſe of Com- 
mons. Indeed,we heare much complaint touching the breach 

of Parliament priviledge,principally that touching the Lord 

Kimbolton,and the five Members of the Houſe of Commons, 

and we ſo farrediflike the Kings going to the Houſe of Com- 
mons , as wee take it tobe againſt the priviledge of Parlia- 

Menr. 
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AC; 4nd with with 21] our hearts 1t had been ſoiborne : But 
after the King hath given fo full ſurisfation therein, and in 
plain termes made an acknowledgement thereof (a rare thing 
12a Prince) that it ſhould ſtill be menrioned (as if all erronr> 
in a King were ncver to be forgotten) wee mult needs thinke 
there is cot that czre of preterving the Kings hovour, and de- 
ſire of unity betiweene him and his people, as all honeſt men 
wiſh for, and that the Kings faults are nothing necre ſo many 
3S are pretended, thar this mutt be io often reiterated to make 
up 2 number. And yet by the way we muſt hint clus much, 
ifthat Lordor five Members beguiity of Treaſon, wee ſhall 
rot ſticke to convict thole tive Members, and ſee them duly 
executed, according to theold Law z for we never heard that 
any Parliament man had a priviledge of Parlizment in his 
triall of Treaton till this Parltunenr, and wce meine rot to 
upho!d new created priyitedges. Surely, breach of Parliz- 
ment priviledge 15 rot a f1nne unpardonable (if it be) it will 
fare ill with ſome of both Houſes rhat diſcovered the diffe- 
renceof opinion by iome of the Houſe of Commons by 
name, in the buſineſle of the late Earle of S:rafford, and the 
well-affected Lords inthe Houle of Peeres inthe bufinefſe of 
the Church Liturgy. I and with all the rabbleof Browniſts 
and Anabaptiſts, that with unheard of impudence durſt aske 
the queſtion publikely at the Barre in the Houſe of Com- 
mons, who they were which oppoſed thewell-affetted party 
in that Houſe, (a thing unpreſidented) and that more noble 
perſons of the Houſe of Commons, that did nor ticketo 
aske the like queſtion in the Houſe of the L o « Þ s (though 
wee charge not that upon his ſcore (blame to them that 
injoyned him that taske. ) Nay, what ſhall become of the 
multitude of the zealous Sectaries, and rabble of ignorant 
people ſent to both Houſes, but ſpecially to the Houſe of 
Peeres by Captaine Yez and his wife, and Iſaac Penning-: 
tor, to cry Juſtice, Juſtice, and; No Biſhops, No Biſhops,and 
to terrifie ſome Lords from the Houſe, and awe others thar 
were there ; wee can finde no way but a pardon» or an Atof 
oblivion : for weare ſure there were never higher breaches of 
Parliament privi{edge then thete, nor a greater ſtaine upon 

B 2 Parliament 


(14) 
Parliament proceedings, God grant they riſe not up in judg- 
ment ag1inſt us and the Nation. Weare loth to rubroo hard 
upon this ſore» wee knouy it isa tender place, elſe wee could 
tcll ſtrange rings done this Parliament, not only ex termpore 
Votes» bur Bills paſſe ex tempore the ſame day they were firſt 
read» contrary to thegravity and reaſon of al) former times, 
as if they could as well yoteand make Acts of Parliament by 
the ſpirit ex 2e-pore, as their Levites can pray and preach, and 
to ſay the truth, are much alike, which makes religious and 
wiſe men aſhamed of both, and 15no (mall cauſc of our com- 
plaint. Let no manthink this a buſinefſe of no concer!:ment 
to us, it is no leſſe thenour loſſe of Parliaments (whereby we 
ſha!l loſe all our happinefſe) if we loſe the honour, wiſdonme, 
gravity and juſtice of them : and we muſt compliinetill we 
ſee amendment, and muſt crave pardon of our noble Lords 
ro tell them, chat we ſee (what they know to be true) ſo much 
fiding and engaging one another 1n their Committees in mat- 
ters of civill juſtice, thar if there were a fuperiour Court to 
complaine unto of what they have miſdone this Parliament 
(beſides the many delayes and protr:ations of cauſes) whileſt 
thoſe who ſhould attend to heareaud judge, arc in bed, or at 


play, or ſome worſe employment, or 1dle at the beſt ) our 


Judges of inferiour Courrs (whom we formerly complained 
of, and not without cauſe) would be reckoned litrle gods by 
way of compariſon; and few of their beſt Orders are worth 
the charge of artendance, and Lawyers and Clerkes fees. And 
ſuxcly when thingsarethus carried, we have c1uſe to ſpeake, 
but the worſt 1s yet behind; for as (if our Parliament (which 
was wont to redreſſc all our grievances) envied our happi- 
neſſe, and ſtudied our ruine) they have found our a new way 
to deprive us of our Lawes, Liberty, and Property. "This 
may be thought very ſtrange ar the firſt ſight, but we ſhall ſo 
plainly demonſtrate it, as we doubt not, but the (Parliament 
men themſelves being reaſonable Judges ) it will be afſented 
unto for an undeniable truth , and it will dee evident to every 
ordinary underſtanding, that under the pretence of defending 
our Lawes and Religion, wee are cozened of both : Tobegin 
with our Lawes (and follow them for the preſent, though in 


all 
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an il preſident, in putting Religion at the fagge end, when 
other buſineſle is done) we have got anew Law of Ordinan- 
ces ſo called,that hath turned all our Liberries, Property,Pe- 
tition of right, andall other old known and rightfu!l Laws 
out of doors ; 8 it we continue ſo ſimple longer to ſubmit to 
them, rhe free Subjetts of England ſhall be in worſe condi- 
tion then a Turkiſh ſlave: whileſt they are at the mercy of 
one,ive at the pleaſure and command of hundreds, to diſpoſe 
our lives, liberties, eſtates, wives and children, yea and our 
Religion too according to their humours. The firſt time we 
found this ſtcaling in upon us,was tn the buſineſſe of the ſ1- 
litia, which we ſwallowed without any examination of the 
legality, being driven into amazement with feares of ſome 
ſudden and unavoidable danger, and blame us not, if we were- 
apprehenſive thereof upon printed relations of ſo many pre- 

tended horrid treacheries againſt the Parliament,when every 
day almoſt produced a diſcovery of a new treafon : That of 
the Taylors in Moore fields; the ſtable of Horſes under 
ground ; the Daniſh Fleet that was diſcomfired by YVa# 

Trump along time fince, beſides other ſtrange diſcoveries 8& 

letters that came God knows from whence ; for the Authors 

may be aſhamed to be knowne, and ſuch like fi&tions, that 
ſerved only to am2ze us, whileſt in the meantime we yeilded: 
to that 1]1egall power put 1n rhe Lievtenants of the 4£:17tza, 

thinking only thereby to defend our (elves from a preſent- 
Force; but we find now rhat it is, and hath-bin put inexecu- 

tion to diveſt our King of his Forts, Townes, Caſtle;, Navies, 
Goods and Revenues» and to put the ſtrength of the King- 


dome inthe power and command of poore men of deſperate: - 


fortunes or factions, & Schiſmaticall men addicted to Ana- 
baptiſme and Browniſme : Look amongſt the £0240» Com- 
manders, from Fon4, Normizgton, and other the Princcsof 
the Milztia, by Col: YVerand Manmaring, as low as Cap- 
taine BrYadly and Baſte(it bankruptingbe 2 badge of poverty) 
and compare the reſt of the Liſts, and for one honeſt able 
Commander you will find morethen twice as many Schi(- 
maticall beggarly SeQaries ; indeed, fome are menof worth; 
8|ſe the cheat had bin too groſle. We confefls we were not fo 


ſenſible: 
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{znftble as diſcretion would have taught us of the raking of 
Hull from the King, and ſeifing his Armes there, and little 
chought his Declaration was a true propheſte that our rurnes 
would be next : Wee never dreamr, that any under pretext of 
Religion, or preſenting a Petition to our King , would have 
aſſaulted his Royall Perſon, as at Kei#t0n, an at which wee 
diſavory to the preſent age, andall ſucceeding gencrations) 
we could rot have beleeved, if we had rot tried it by wofull 
experience» that our horſcs and goods ſhould have been taken 
away againſt our wills by /ſuac Peanrizton,or any his officers; 
that ſouldiers ſhould have been billetted in our houſes per- 
forcc, nay and Martiall law voted to be put in execution by 
two Houfes of Parliament and that fitting a Parliament,2nd 
whileſt other Courts of Juſtice, Affiſes, Sefſions, and the 
Courts of Weſtminſter were all open» we wonder where the 
new offences of Maligaants and ill-affeted,and men not tobe 
confided in, are to be found in our Law ? and what puniſh- 
ment 15 due to them? And we no lefſ2 wonder how it was pol- 
ſible that noble Lord (whom we took to be our Patron in de- 
fence of our Religion and Laws) was drawn in,or brought on 
to be Generall of an Army againſt our King, and to be an in- 
ſtrament of ſo much miſchief to us; & how thoſe braveLoras, 
Northamterlaud,warwick, Holland, Bedford, Selisbury, Voward, 
and honeſt Pemg7reok, with ſome other honeſt Lords and the 
remnant of honeſt and wiſe men lefr in the Houſe of Com- 
mons could be led on all this while, and not diſcover the mi- 
{ery that was brought upon us and our poſterity by this new 
found Law 2 It 1s too late now ro prevent what is paſt, and it 
i5ſome.comfort to us to heare that they underſtand, and arc 
ſenſible of our ſufferings and dangers, and endeavour to pre- 
vent them z but unlefſe a ſpeedy courſe be taken, wee ſee our 
ruine {o imminent, that wee muſt fall to put our reſolutions 
in praQtice -as if all the former grievances were roo. little 
(putting 1n the-plundering of houſes,and more then barbarons 
cruelry inthe unheard of tortures which the Parliament For- 
ces uſed to ſome of our neighbours(old Beſf of Cantertary,and 
Sir W1ll;am Botelers man of Kent,and others for inſtance ofthe 
latter, and his Maſter, and hundred houſes more plundered 


by 
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by them for proofe ofthe former.) There 1s row another {© 
named Ordinance for taking away the twentieth part of our 
eſtaces, and proviſion by additionall fo called Ordinances to 
levie it'by diſtraining our goods» impriſoning our perſons, 
and turning our wives, children and families out of doores, 
which when wee firſt peruſed, wee concluded with our ſclves, 
that cither thoſe which made it were not well intheir wits,or 
did beleeve all the Subjets of Exeland but themſelves fools, 
to ſvffer it tobe put in execution. Veare much engaged to 
our King (as for many other favours) fo particularly for this 
his laft Declaration of the eighth of December,by way of an- 
ſwer to that pretended Ordinance>and his charge not to obey 
it. And we find his good advertiſements in other his Declara- 
rions too true (wee wiſh wee had heededthem better in time ) 
but wee muſt with all humility let him and every one elſe 
know,thar fromthe firſt peruſall ofthar Ordinancenyee were 
reſolved to oppoſe it torhe death: we found it evident enough, 
that they mighr by the like new law take the other nineteenth 
part of our eſtares when they pleaſed, and our lives too. And 
hey of the Houſe of Commons were much miſtaken, who 
ought it a favour to us in ſparing our lives in this; for hee is 
T poore ſpirited man that would chuſero live ina priſon, and 
%e his eſtate taken from him,and his wife and children turned 
{begging,and baniſhed : And therefore wee muſt now deale 
roundly for the truth» as others have done for wrong. Wee 
would faine know how long it is ſince the making law by Or- 
dinance was in uſe; for ſome of us (as old as fince the begin- 
ning of Queen E1:zateths time )never knew it till this Parlia- 
ment. Indeed, we have heard of ſuch things that were of an- 
cient times (and it may be lawfull roo) but cannot yet lcarne 
by any good Antiquary or Lawyer,that borh Houſes orf Par- 
hament,wichout the Kings conſent, did make an Ordnance 
tobind the free SubjeRs of Exelazd in their lives,liberty, or 
eſtates. If an Order of both Houſes may make new Lav, or 
abrogate or ſuſpend our ald, you may quickly feiſe upon all 
our eſtates,and beſtow rhem amongſt your ſelves and friends; 
and you have ſhewn us a good inclination that way, 1n be- 
towing 6 0904li, upon your Speaker ofthe Houſe of Com- 
C monte, 
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mons,and places of command,and no ſmall profit in the Ar- 
my upon Member: of both Houſes, their children, kinred, 
ard friends, which for their sk111 1n warre might as well have 
bcen ſpared inthe Army: As for Councell inthe Houſe,wit- 
neſſe thoſe grave and valiant Lords, Haji1ngs, Roch/ord, &c. 
And wecould never learn of any great experience of Martiall 
valour in my Lord Say, or his fon (that had the flect unruly 
horſc)to draw them {o confcierciouſly to undertake imploy- 
ments of that nature. But wee find litrle conſcience mide of 
raking pluralities of Command in the Army (a Regiment 
of fcor, and Troop of horſe) and ſtay at home and take rhe 
pay, which comes out of our purſes, and complaine of lazie 
Miniſters for pluralittes of Church lvings : We like not the 
latter,and we do as much condemne the former. 

We thoughr we ſhould have had thanks given to ſuch of us 
as had been wrought upon to bring in our plate, and lend mo- 
ny to the Parliament, more then wife men would have done ; 
and that it had been an impoſſibiliry that ever the quantity 
and proportion ſhould have becn queſtioned, and a taxe fol- 
low. Will our great Lords and others of great eſtates in 
both Houſes part with the tiventieth part (ſo roundly>) Our 
choice it ſeemes is now as in the beginning, differs onely in 
this, There lend, or go to priſon, Here lend, or take and fell 
or goods, put our perſons in 2 Gaole, turne wives and chil- 


C 


dren out of doores,and baniſh them. E: 
What 1s become of our Petition of Right > what uſe of a 

Trienntall Parliament ? If this laſt but a few daycs at this 

rate,we ſhall have never a Free-holder of 4.0.5.4 yeare left” to 


, chuſe Knights, nor a free Citizen but ina priſon. We won- 


dcr that this new kind of Ordinance was not ſooner found 
out.It would have ſpared the trouble of getting the Kings aſ- 
{nt to many Bills. VVhy was not Strafford kill'd with an Or- 
dinance?the Biſhops diſcharged out of the Lords Houſe with 
an Ordinance ? and this Parliament made everlaſting, by an 
Ordinince > What dull unle:rned men were Sir Edw.Coke, 
Pbillrps, Elljot, Dzgs, Sands, 2c.that could never find or de- 
viſe this knack of forging new Lawes in former Parliaments? 

The rule you make is; That an Order of both Houſes, 


which 
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which you mi{-cal an Ordinance,binds us during the Parlia- 
ment. If you had but made, or 4-1 yet mike ſuchan Order, 
this Parltament can never difiu!ve, ind we muſt re-call our 
thanks for our Tricnnial Bill,for we 11 be made nunca pable 
of taking fruit by it. Seeing you are pleaſed to proceed thus 
farre, we befcech you make one Ordin.ancemore. That both 
Houſes (hall be a Corporarion, to take Lands and goods ro 
them and their Succeflors, and rhat rey ſhall bee the onely 
ProjeRors of all the Lands 3::4 goods inthe Kingdome, and 
when any of chat Corporatton dies, tetzes grotzes, the Survi- 
vor and none elfe ſhal chooſe 2 Sncceflor ro perpetuity. And 
ifthis be binding ro the Subjects (as it muſt be if your rules 
hold) we have ſpun 2 faire thred in ſending Knights and Bur- 
gefles to this Parliament. Indced you have dealt gently with 
us (in compariſon) in taking but the Twentieth part, havin 
fopt all the Kings, Q:12enes, and Princes Revenues, and left 
them to liveupon Almes (which all men cry ſhame of ) and 
we belceve will not be well taken by our brethren of wales, 
that you ſhould ſouſe their Prince ; hoiv bold ſoever you 
make with ovr King,truly, we find as ſpecious preambles ro 
theſe new Ordinances to ruine us, as to anv for mer Projeas 
and Monopolies, which makes us thinke ſome of the Kings 
Counſel! at Law, are gotten into the Houſe of Commons, 
and under-hand for conſcience ſake, betray both us and rheir 
Maſter ; and we feare cre long, if theſe courſes hold, 1ſraz 
Penrtiigton ſhall bave a Monopoly of high-way paſſage: at 
2. $. per Pell, eſtabliſhed by Ordinance for the go01 of the 
people, which now he exacts without comptroll. | 
We beſecch you to thjnke us not ſo void of reaſon, tobe 
thus deluded, if Serjant Y/:1e, or the more learned M*. G/1z 
avouch it for Law, we ſhall no more beleeve it.npon their 
words,then we did his Country-man Judge 7o-es, in his opi- 
nion of Ship-money: And never pretend to us that in caſes of 
xecefſity you may doe what you liſt, when you pretend Jiber- 
ry todeclare anecettty when you pleaſe; Thar were to make 
us in far worſe condition then the Ship- money bufineffe, we 
ſha!l Ende too many in both Houſes full of neceffities : And 


therel»re we beſeech you ro conſider ſerioufly,ints ;olat de- 
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ſpcrate EXIgences We. are drivel, and-it we finde not ſpeedy 
rcliefe,we muſt take up ſome of your own principles or pro- 
ſecuring our Reſolutions indefending our ſelves» 'in caſes of 
urgent and unavoidable neceſiiry : Nay, and 1t15 high time to 
doe it preſently, if you have ſent for az Army of Srvts, (as we 
heareyou have) to make us.a Conquered People. 

We ſhould weary our a p3ticnr Reader, to tell all onr di- 
ſtreſſes, and how the buſineſle of 7reland hath bin carried, and 
trenched too much upon the honour of thoſe Houſes which 
we ſhall ſtudy to preſerve: We forbeare therefore furcher 
enumeration 1n our Clvill calamities, as unpleating ro our 
thoughts; and-in a word or two tel you,how ir hath fared with 
us inour Religion and Church-Government. God be blefſed 
our Papiſts and Jcſuits pull in their heads, and good care is 
taken for keeping them under, but we wiſh it might be done 
according to the Laws(which are ftrift enough-it well execu- 
red) and not by plundering and torturing ; for if the Law be 
not the Rule, we, as well as they ſhall come under the ſlavery 
of Arbitrary Government. And to ſpeak truth, Preaching 1s 
much advanced ; 'but what we get one wav, we loſe twice as 
much another : for one Papiſt 1 Drapes ſeditious SeRaries 
and Schiſmatiques now; we would nut be miſtaken in our ex- 
preſſion by [Sefarres ] and [ Schiſmatiques] we meane not re- 
ligious and godly men or women» who make conſcience of 
ſanQifying the Sabbath, frequenting Gods Ordinances of 
Praying and- preaching, obſerving Family-duries, of pray- 
ing and. inftruting their Families in the principles of 
Religion > abſtaining from all ſfinne themſelves to their 
power,. and for conſcience ſake friendly and charitably 
reproving others that doe offend, and in ſhort make 
conſcience of every ſinne, as it is anoffence againſt God ; 
No, God forbid we ſhould harbour ſuch a thought in us; we 
honour ſuch,and pry Ged encreaſe the rumber ; and whether 
they be nick-named Pwritazes, or looſe Prote/Fants, or any 
ether new names of ſcorn, ir matrers not, we are contenred to 
ſhare with them-intheir difdain ; I rake part with thoſe pious 
and learned men, #ſher, Moreton, Browariggeweſtfield, though 
Biſhops ; Holdſworth, Shate, and others, though in Priſon, or 
\uſpeted 
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ſuſnecd formen Popiſhly. affeRedyor Neutralifts: Bur'we 
incend ſuchas pretend to purity. withorithoneſty,thar inveigh 
againſt ſwearing,and-practiſe lyitſg, cozening, and deceiving ; 
that cannor endure E piſcopall Govertiment or'our Book of 
Common Prayer, though fzr better then any they can frame 
themſelves, 'That would-have no Governmentinthe Church, 
but all tobe independent;. Thatpreach,: practiſe, and main- 
rain ſedirion, riſing in Arms againſt the King, Gods anointed, 
yea» depoſing, and killing Kings; (that'are nor ſuch as they 
would have them). That take more offence ar-a' harmleſſe Ce- 
remony, then at zealous incontinency': Theſe arethofethar 
we inveigh againſt,.that are come like the plague of flies, lice, 
and caterpillars amongſ{t-us,and are couttenanced by no meat 
ones in both Houſes, rhar ſtick not to afftirme, we have had no 
Reformation in Er2/azd hitherto ; and ſo make our Religion 
(in which we reſolve to live and die) either nothing, or here- 
ticall, and by their impudence, cunning; hypocrifje, and ſeem- 
ing holineſſe-(depreſt with deſerved poverty) and hoping ro- 
catch good Fiſh in troubled waters, diſquiet our Church, and 
raiſe and foment diſcord inthe State, and yet are ſuffered to 
paſſe unpuniſhed : Nay, the Laws againſt them in vilifying 
& diſgracing our Church-Liturgy totally ſuſpended. It may 
peradventure not be beleeved that ſuch a thing ſhould be, bur 
beleeve us, anew Ordinance will do ſtrange things in Church 
and Commen-wealth. Nay,we expe& ere longto betold,that 
an Order of rhe Houſe of-Commons will bean Ordinance 
t00, at leaſt binde us by, or asa Law ; for it hath been put in 
practice already to ſtay proceedings in Courts of Juſtice, and 
free a Felenout of Priſon without rriall ; and leſt you think 
wee coyn untruths (as faſt as ſome others) you ſhall finde by: 
their Journall where they ſtaied all men from proceedi 
againſt Sir Tho, Daxes, and diſcharged one commutted by the 
Lord Chiefe Juſtice Brampſton to —_—_ for Felony, -in 
Realing the Counteſle of -Rzvers goods. And we cannot for- 
get the Order under the Te##e of M. Pym, two yeats ſince, for 
taking the Railes from-the Communion-Table » when the 
Houſe of Commons it ſeemes had delegated their power to 
him:(as they have done fince to acloſe Commitree of ſafety, 

C2 a-courſe- 
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2courſe unheard of in former times, & not more abſurd then 
illegall and unjuſtifiable.) But we are told we ſhall have a 
Synod called, and a Bill pafſed for ity and all things ſhall be 
{ctled in the Church; God grant we may liveto ſee it : for we 
muſt tell you,that we heard rhe Houſes of Parliament intend 
tochooſe the men for the Synod (which is a device as t:ew as * 
the Ordinance)and that the greater number of them are thoſe 
who oppoſe Epiſcopacy, and our Book of Common Prayer, 
which if true, we muſt let you know, VVe hold them nor fit 
men for ſuch a buſineſle ; and they may ſpare their pains til! 
we would have Religion & Church-Governmenr unſettled, 
which hath been rcheir work hitherto; and we muſt in Juſtice 
require a Synod, fuch as was known to former ages, and that 
we may not bluſh to own when occafion requires. Th:s cer- 
tainly ſhould have been the firlt work,we pray it my be wel 
ſettled at laſt. But we fear in ſtead of Reformation we ſhall 
have ſome idle head or other will bee framing an Arlwer in 
writing to our Complaints, which we muſt tell you wil give 
us no ſatisfation;Or ive ſhall have a new Declaration,or Re- 
monſtrance, ſtuft with an old Story of too ofren-repeated 
miſcarriages (for whei any your Ordinances that invade our 
Rights are tobee pur upon us, wee never mifſe ſome ſuch 
110g ro accompany them,and gull us) we muſt rel! vou, It 1s 
no eaſe to us to he told in fine words, We ſhall be diſabuſed , 
wedeſire you will begin {eriouſly to At, and leave writing, 
for we find upon all your writings,you have ſtill gone by the 
worſt>which makes us belceve you have rot the better cauſe, 
but truth is againſt you,havirg the advantage of ſo many able 
men to pen, and an inclinition on your parts to coliceive the 
beſt of what you ſet forth;and prejudicacy to what is written 
11 oppohition. We therefore humbly and heartily defire both 
Houſes to declare themſelves for rhe maintaining the Booke 
of Common Prayer eſtabliſhed by Law;fubmitring the cor- 
recting, qualifying, or altering ſuch things, and indifferent 
Ceremomes, asto a Synod lawfully called ſhall be thought 
fit, and may juſtly give offence ro weake conſciences, thar 
Lawes may be made and exccutcd againſt all Schiſmatiques, 
HerctiqueS-and Separatiſts,and theſe already made,executed 

againſt 
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againſt Papiſts. That Armies may be disbanded,peace eſta- 
bliſhed : The Scors (if ſent for) diſcharged and our King 
denied nothing that is his by the known Law ofthe Land,bur 
reſtoredto all,and be ſuch a glorious Prince as you promiſed 
him. That the new Law by Ordinance, 2.e. by Order of either 
or both Houſes may be aboliſhed and damned, as was that of 
Ship-mony,and let us heare no more of a Legiſlative power, 
but where King, Lords,and Commons concur (for we will no 
more ſubmit to it then to a new Law by Proclamation) and 
we require that we may be ſuffered toenjoy our Lives, Liber- 
ties,and Property, according to our Petition of Righr, and 
known Laws, and ſuffered to try our Rights without Parlia- 
ment Injun&tions. That theſe things may be done ſuddenly, 
and this Parliamenr diſſolved, that ſo we may have liberty to 
proceed at Law againft the ſeveral Members of both Houſes, 
who make uſe of their Priviledge, to hinder the. proceedings 
#f Tuſtice, and owe us many thoufand pounds, and that wee 
may have ſome fruit of the Trienniall Bill. If theſethings 
may £ot be obtained,unlefle without breach of Priviledge,ve 
may have the names of the firſt Projefors of theſe new Ordi- 
nanceg,and ſuch as labour to uphold them. Wee muſt let you 
know, our Refolution is to re-aſfume rhe power we put into 
you (for wee told you before,wee muſt work upon vour own 
principles)for you having mainly broken the truſt we repoſed 
1nyou,in ſabverting all our Lawes (which you ſhould have 
preſerved) we may take back what we gave you, Cand we are 
certain,your elections are more conditionall upon that pout 
then our Kings Crown,which comes by inheritance and ſuc- 
ceſſion;) And iye are ſure we have as wiſe, religious, and he+ 
neft men left behinde, as we ſent to the Parliament. And in 
caſe of urgent necefſity(which is our caſe diretly our Laws 
being over-turned, our eſtates and liberty loſt, our wives and 
children threatned to be rurned out of doores,and banitht,and 
our Religion endangered,we may defend our ſelves by Arms, 
and make uſe of what 1s next, and we have a preſident ſhowne 
by your ſelves for the manner of that defence : And ſhall nor 


be aſhamedor afraid to adventure our eſtates and lives for 
defence. 
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defence oſ our known Laws, and trye Proteſtant Religion, 
and not die ſlaves more tothe, name of a Parliament, then 
toany Tyrant. 


we have publiſhed this before We could underſtand the Reſolution of 
other Counties,the times requiring it, and could not expet(t their Anſwer; 
If they approve it, andjoyn in it, We deſire them to declare ſo much pub- 
liquely,and to doe as We intend to do, namely totally oppoſe all new Ordi.- 
vances, aud maintain our Rights by our old and knoWn LaWs, af5iſting 
each other With Life and Fortune in this our Reſolution, for God glory, 
eur Countries good, and our oWn Freedome. 
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Finis. 


